
Panasonic Rugged 
Mobile Devices 
Help Reduce Line 
of Duty  Injuries



Police departments not only focus on the safety of their 
community but on the safety of their force, no matter what 
situation they may encounter. The right technology and 
reliable mobile computing devices used on a daily basis by 
a police agency can help increase officer safety.

Recent statistics have shown that as of July 1, 2019, 48 officers have been 
killed in the line of duty. The circumstances of these situations vary and 
range from officers being in vehicle accidents to incidents while responding 
to routine calls or during investigations and tactical situations. This poses 
the question, what can departments do to decrease these statistics and can 
technology play a key role in improving officer safety?

Innovative, Connected Technology
Technology that officers use every single day can actu-

ally help avoid injury or tragedy by providing critical 
information that helps them assess risk and develop 

better situational awareness. For instance, the 
patrolman is equipped with a number of devices on 
their person such as radios, phones, and body cam-
eras. In the modern patrol vehicle, a mobile laptop 

or tablet is high-performing computing device that is 
becoming essential gear for the modern officer. 

New software applications that support law enforcement need high-perform-
ing mobile computers which enable officers to access data that enhances 
their understanding of an upcoming situation. For example, a rugged mobile 
device can keep them in touch with dispatch, run license plate numbers, scan 
drivers’ licenses, issue etickets on the spot, and access information on the 
subject through RMS databases.GPS tracking helps departments stay aware 
of officers’ locations, so that if an unexpected or unsafe situation arises, back 
up can be provided much faster. Many of these applications take advantage 
of the latest technology, including big data analytics, artificial intelligence, 
and real-time access to databases to help support decision making, analyze a 
situation and maybe even predict areas of high criminal activity.

Investigators, detectives, and undercover cops also benefit from mobile 
devices, helping them during surveillance operation. For example, the 
Panasonic FZ-G1 has numerous lighting and display settings and can be 
equipped with additional public safety programs. The tablet can be config-
ured with a thermal imaging camera to help locate people in the dark and 
combined with facial recognition technology to help identify suspects. The 
TOUGHBOOK 33 is a 2-in-1 with an easily removable tablet. While surveying 

GOING 
RUGGED

Given the challenging 
work environment 
for most officers, the 
best option is to issue 
them a rugged mobile 
device. Panasonic 
TOUGHBOOK rugged 
mobile computers 
are designed to 
withstand the rigors 
of police work and are 
specifically engineered 
to continue to perform 
despite outdoor 
environments, drips, 
dust, grime, vibrations, 
extreme temperatures, 
spills and accidental 
drops.

In addition, the 
durability, glove-
touch screens, display 
visibility in bright 
sunlight and backlit 
keyboards make the 
device functionality 
even more useful for 
law enforcement..



a location from a car, the backlit keyboard can be adjusted so that the officer can view information without casting a light 
that is visible to others. 

Mobile devices need a proper vehicle mount to ensure that equipment remains protected during hard use like a high-speed 
chase. In addition to protecting against damage, a secure mount also keeps the patrolman safe by preventing equipment 
from coming loose and potentially injuring the officer as they drive. Departments and fleet managers can choose from 
mounts that are secured on the console of the vehicle with a variety of swivel options that take safety, convenience and 
ergonomics into account. 

Connected Body Cameras
Linking unit cameras and body cameras together helps keep officers safe and provides helpful data for policing. The ability 
to record every call especially in fast-moving or hectic situations creates video footage that departments can review for 
details and to train others about how to handle certain situations. The Panasonic Arbitrator cameras can be mounted in 
units or worn on an officer’s body. Used in conjunction with their TOUGHBOOK rugged laptops, officers can connect to a 
web-based reporting app to upload video to a secure server at HQ. In addition to recording incidents, law enforcement is 
using this video for license plate recognition. 

Reliable Devices Maximize Public Safety
Easy to use, reliable technology that is on a secure network with a solid track record for durability 
is a positive advantage for departments in protecting the public. Today, integrated law enforce-
ment solutions such as Panasonic’s unit cameras, body cameras, and evidence capturing cameras 
connected to TOUGHBOOK rugged laptops help capture a wealth of incident detail. In the future, 

technology such as vehicle-to-everything (V2X) and 5G will provide even more information about an 
officer’s surrounding environment via sensors and short-range wireless signals that communicate lo-

cation and collect data from everything around them. The benefits to officers and the public will include 
faster alerts, improved highway safety and better investigation efficiency.

The ability to access information plays a vital role in the process of reducing officer risk in today’s law enforcement world 
and will only become more important as technologies evolve. Your officers can work smarter, safer and more effectively 
with the right tools, optimized for the intended use and tough enough to survive the work environment.


